The Exploration of Contemporary Art Education
through the Lens of Danto's View on the End of
Art
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Abstract

Thisstudyaimstoexploretheapplicationof ArthurC.Danto's"Endof Art"perspectiveintransformingaesthet
iceducationforseniorelementaryschoolstudents,specificallytoenhancetheirinterpretiveabilitiesregardingcont
emporaryart.Incurrentelementaryarteducation,aprevalentemphasison"realismandtechnicalproficiency"often

leadstostudentconfusionordismissalwhenencounteringconceptualart.

Adoptinganactionresearchapproach,thisstudydesignedandimplementedafour-
sessioncurriculumtitled"Conceptual ArtAppreciationandCreation"foragroupofsixth-
gradestudents. ThecoreofthecurriculuminvolvedtranslatingDanto”  stheoreticalframeworkintoanoperational
"ThreeKeys"interpretivetool:Concept,Medium,andContext. Instructionalactivitiesincludedchallenginginitia

Imyths,recordingworkinquiries,creatingconceptualpieces,andasimulated" Artworld"auctiongame.

Theresultsindicateanobservableshiftinstudents'criteriaforaesthetic judgmentbeforeandafterthecourse.l
ntheinitialstage,studentspredominantly judgedartbasedonformalqualitiesandtechniques. Bytheendofthecours
e,moststudentswereabletoovercomethe"'mythofrepresentationandutilizethe " ThreeKeys " frameworktoperfo
rmstructuralinterpretationsandcriticalargumentsontheirpeers'works. ThisstudysuggeststhatDanto”  sphiloso
phyhasthepotentialtoserveasaphilosophicalfoundationforthetransformationofelementaryaestheticeducation

andprovidesapracticalmodelforcultivatingcriticalaestheticliteracyinstudents.
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