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Inquiry - Ba se d  Le a rning



What if students’ 
questions could drive 
every lesson? How 
would that transform 
learning?



Benefits of Inquiry-Based Learning

Lifelong Learning
Fosters curiosity that extends beyond classroom walls.

21st Century Skills
Develops collaboration, creativity, and digital literacy.

Deeper Understanding
Promotes connections between concepts and real-world applications.

Increased Engagement
Enhances motivation through ownership of learning.



• What are the key elements for inquiry -based 
learning?

• How can we design an inquiry pathway that 
promotes in -depth student exploration? 

Questions to Answer…



Australian Primary Schools



Junior School at Barker College



Baker Junior School Programme of Inquiry
Pre-K Kindy Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6



Form

Na t ive  Anima ls

Conne c t ion

Re pt ile  Pa rk

Re sponsib ilit y

Re f le c t ion

Pre - K: Sha r ing t he  Pla ne t



Function

Re a son for  St or ie s

Pe rspe c t ive s

Dif fe re nt  Type s  of  St or ie s

Re sponsib ilit y

Le ssons  f rom St or ie s

Kindy: How We  Expre ss  Ourse lve s



Y1: Sharing the Planet

Conne c t ion

Impa c t s  of  our  c hoic e s

Func t ion

Wa ys we  re c yc le

Re sponsib ilit y

Our  a c t ion



Language Learning and Teaching
La ngua ge  provide s  a n int e lle c t ua l s t ruc t ure  for  c onc e pt ua l a nd  

c r it ic a l t hinking wit hin a nd  be yond t he  Pr ima ry Ye a rs  Progra m (PYP) 

t ra nsdisc ip lina ry f ra me work. All t e a c he rs  a re  la ngua ge  t e a c he rs  a s  

a ll le a rning t a ke s  p la c e  t hrough la ngua ge . This  is  pa r t ic ula r ly e vide nt  

in t he  e a r ly ye a rs  whe re  le a rning a nd  t e a c hing ha s  a  s t rong foc us  

on la ngua ge  de ve lopme nt .

Barker College Junior School © 2024



Field Trip – 
Kimbriki Resource 
Recovery Centre



Form

Ge ogra phy & Pla c e s  of  
Aust ra lia

Conne c t

Pe ople  Are  Conne c t e d  t o  
Dif fe re nt  Pla c e s

Pe rspe c t ive

Communit y, Be lie f s , Eve nt s  & 
Se nse  of  Se lf

Y2: Whe re  We  Are  In Pla c e  & Time



Form

Type s of  Pe r forming Ar t s

Pe rspe c t ive

Purpose s  & Int e rpre t a t ion

Conne c t ion

Pe rforming Ar t s  & Cult ure s

Y2: How We  Expre ss  Ourse lve s



Form

Solid , Liquid , Ga se s

Cha nge

Wa ys Ma t e r ia ls  Be  Cha nge d

Ca usa t ion

Prospe r it ie s  a nd Use  of  
Ma t e r ia ls

Y3: How t he  Wor ld  Works



Form

Dif fe re nt  Forms of  Ar t

Pe rspe c t ive

How Pe ople  Re spond t o  Ar t

Conne c t ion

Our  Cre a t ive  Expre ss ion

Y4: How We  Expre ss  Ourse lve s



Form

La ngua ge  a bout  It a lia n Food

Pe rspe c t ive

Re st a ura nt  Cult ure

Func t ion

Communic a t ion in Re st a ura nt

Y5: How We  Expre ss  Ourse lve s



PYP Exhibition
Ye a r  6



• What are the key elements for inquiry -based 
learning?

• How can we design an inquiry pathway that 
promotes in -depth student exploration? 

Questions to Answer…



Student - Ce nt e re d  
Que st ioning

Ac t ive  Inve st iga t ion & 
Explora t ion

Int e rd isc ip lina ry 
Conne c t ions

Ke y Ele me nt s  

Re f le c t ive  
Pra c t ic e s



Inquiry 
Cla ssrooms

Ce nt ra l Ide a

Que st ioning

Line s  of  Inquiry

Colla bora t ive  Le a rning



1 Who We Are

2 Where We Are in Time and Place

3 How We Organize Ourselves

4 How We Express Ourselves

5 How the World Works

6 Sharing the Planet

Transdisciplinary Themes

IB PYP © 2022



Key Concepts Key Questions

Form What is it like?
Function How does it work?

Causation Why is it as it is?
Change How is it transforming

Connection How is it linked to other learning?
Perspective What are the points of view?

Responsibility What are our obligations?

Seven Key Concepts

IB PYP © 2022



Baker Junior School Programme of Inquiry
Pre-K Kindy Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6



Thank you!
Le t ’s  e xplore , inquire , s t a y c ur ious .
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